Title 2 Mediation
Art. 213 Mediation instead of conciliation
1 If all the parties so request, the conciliation proceedings shall be replaced by mediation.
2 The request must be made in the application for conciliation or at the conciliation hearing.
3 The conciliation authority shall grant authorisation to proceed if it is notified by one of the parties that mediation has failed.
Art. 214 Mediation during court proceedings
1 The court may recommend mediation to the parties at any time.
2 The parties may at any time make a joint request for mediation.
3 The court proceedings remain suspended until the request is withdrawn by one of the parties or until the court is notified of the end of the mediation.
Art. 215 Organisation and conduct of mediation
The parties are responsible for organising and conducting the mediation.
Art. 216 Relationship with court proceedings
1 Mediation proceedings are confidential and kept separate from the conciliation authority and the court.
2 The statements of the parties may not be used in court proceedings.
Art. 217 Approval of an agreement
The parties may jointly request that the agreement reached through mediation be approved. An approved agreement has the same effect as a legally binding decision.
Art. 218 Costs of mediation
[bookmark: 1]1 The parties shall bear the costs of mediation.
[bookmark: 2]2 In matters of child law, the parties are entitled to cost-free mediation if:1
a.
they do not have the necessary financial resources; and
b.
the court recommends mediation.
[bookmark: 3]3 Cantonal law may provide for further exemptions from costs.

[bookmark: fn-#a218-1]1 Amended by Annex No 2 of the Federal Act of 20 March 2015 (Child Maintenance), in force since 1 Jan. 2017 (AS 2015 4299; BBl 2014 529).

